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Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

As we reflect on the recent summit in Rome and consider all the revelations of sexual abuse, our hearts
grieve at the deplorable state of the Church. With the growing number of revelations, we begin to doubt
Church leaders and we seek concrete actions to show that the Church wants to move forward on this issue.
The faith of the People of God has been greatly shaken. Some have left the Church. Many, who have
embraced the faith against all odds, wonder if they have made the right decision. Others who are on the fringe
are now convinced that this is not where they want to be. Some are ashamed to be associated with the
Church. This is understandable, because the credibility of the Church’s leadership has been greatly affected. 

The issue of sexual abuse continues to affect all of us. As the Body of Christ, we are all affected by these
sexual abuse scandals in our church. St. Paul reminds us: “If one member suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor
12:26). As one body in Christ, we carry the shame of our community. Victims, family members and friends,
school mates, parents, parishioners, clergy are all affected by the sexual abuse scandal and the ongoing
revelations. We are horrified that young people, as well as women and religious, have been abused and hurt
and continue to suffer the effects of the trauma of being abused by the very people who were entrusted to
protect and to shepherd their souls. Clergy feel terribly ashamed and betrayed by the acts of brother priests
who robbed young and vulnerable children of their innocence. We are even more scandalized that some
Church leaders contributed to the pain by hiding evidence and trying to protect the Church.

The scandals within our Diocese have been a wake-up call for us.  We have a Responsible Ministry Protocol
in place and all priests and parishes are required to follow these to prevent future situations where abuse can
occur.  All priests, religious, volunteers, workers employed by the diocese as well as all those who have
contact with children, must provide a document that they have not been convicted of any sex offences. These
Protocols show that we are committed to creating a safe environment.  As well the Professional Standards
Committee has revised our policies on Harassment and on Sexual Misconduct so that the policies are up to
date and require that any abuse be reported (see the Diocesan website under Responsible Ministry).  The
Bishop’s Delegate, to whom victims can report, is Fr. Charles Cameron (charleshugh7@gmail.com) and any
allegations received are reported to the police. I want to assure you that, since I have become Bishop, I have
taken responsibility to address any abuse that emerges in the diocese.  I am extremely conscious of the
importance of accompanying those who have been abused.  The evil that they have experienced leaves them
with indelible wounds that have incredible consequences in their lives. The Church thus has the duty to
provide them with all the help, prayer and support they need.

Thus, during this Season of Lent, I ask that all parishes and parishioners undertake a time of prayer and
penance in order to support and pray for those who have been abused. Pray for victims/ survivors, for the
Church, for Pope Francis and all Church leaders, for priests and religious and for all who work with those
who have been abused. I ask all parishes to organize Holy Hours, prayer vigils and times of prayer to pray
for healing and unity in the Church.  Please pray for God’s forgiveness for the evil that has been allowed into
the Church, for the pain and suffering of her wounded children, and for the divisiveness that these scandals
have brought to the Church.  May the Lord bring us healing, hope and gently carry us from darkness to light.

Sincerely in Christ,

^ Brian Joseph Dunn
Bishop of Antigonish


